462            The French an indelicate people.     [A.D. I77i
of the French was forced upon them by necessity; for the could not eat their meat, unless they added some taste t it. The French are an indelicate people; they will sp
upon any place1.    At Madame--------'ss, a literary lady (
rank, the footman took the sugar in his fingers3, and thre' it into my coffee. I was going to put it aside; but hearin it was made on purpose for me, I e'en tasted Tom's ringer The same lady would needs make tea a VAngloise. Tt spout of the tea-pot did not pour freely; she bad the foo man blow into it*. France is worse than Scotland in ever thing but climate. Nature has done more for the Frencl: but they have done less for themselves than the Scotc have done.'
It happened that Foote was at Paris at the same tirr with Dr. Johnson, and his description of my friend whi there, was abundantly ludicrous. He told me, that tl: French were quite astonished at his figure and manner, an
poultry are extremely good in Paris. The beef is excellent.' I-adds, 'I can by no means relish their cookery.' Smollett's Travels, 86. Horace Walpole, in 1765, wrote from Amiens on his way to Pari —' I am almost famished for want of clean victuals, and comfortab tea, and bread and butter.' Letters, iv. 401. Goldsmith, in 1770, wro from Paris: —' As for the meat of this country I can scarce eat and though we pay two good shillings an head for our dinner, I find all so tough, that I have spent less time with my knife than my pic ,                                 tooth.' Forster's Goldsmith, ii. 219.
1 Walpole calls Paris ' the ugliest, beastliest town in the univers and describes the indelicacy of the talk of women of the first ran Letters, iv. 435. See post, May 13, 1778, and under Aug. 29,1783.
8 Madame du Boccage, according to Miss Reynolds, whose authc ity was Baretti. Croker's Bosnvell, p. 467. See post, June 25,1784.
3  In Edinburgh, Johnson threw a glass of lemonade out of the wi dow because the waiter had put the sugar into it' with his greasy fi gers.'    Boswell's Hebrides, Aug. 14.
4  Mrs. Thrale wrote to Johnson in 1782 :—' When we were in Fran 4 (                                  we could form little judgement [of the spread of refinement], as o
time was passed chiefly among English; yet I i-ecollect that one fii lady, who entertained us very splendidly, put her mouth to the te pot, and blew in the spout when it did not pour freely.' Piozzi Li
I ,                               ters, ii. 247.
i gentlemen who luive Home fortune and education, and the meanest starving poor; without any considerable number of the middling rank of men, whit h abounds more in Kngland, both in cities and in the country, than in any other quarter of the world." ' Lift" t>f ///////r4, i. tyK. I do not Itnd this passage in the edition of Hume's AVwi't' of 1770,
